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Whereas, The Council of Commonwealth Student Governments (CCSG) represents the concerns 
of the students attending the campus in matters of a University-wide nature, as well as those 
issues impacting the combined interests of the campuses, and those with all forms of disabilities. 
 
Whereas, the definition of persons with a disability, according to Oxford Languages, is a 
³SK\VLFDO�RU�PHQWDO�FRQGLWLRQ�WKDW�OLPLWV�D�SHUVRQ¶V movements, senses, or activities´²which is 
in compliance with the ADA and Penn State definition of people regarded as having a disability. 
 
Whereas, The United States government reports that only between 12 and 13% of students with 
disabilities report their disability to the college. Furthermore, of those 12 and 13% of students, 
up to 43% of them did not receive accommodation for their disability. (NCES, 2022) Equal 
access to education is a vital aspect to the structure of universities of the United States and must 
be reflected in Penn State values.   
 
Whereas, Students with disabilities are an especially prone population to drop out of college 
when not provided with accessible materials. The United States government reports that 25.1% 
of first year college students possessing a disability will drop out of college, and 35.4% of 
disabled students continuing to the second year will drop out. (NCES, 2018)  
 
Whereas, 6WXGHQWV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DUH�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�REWDLQ�D�SXUVXHG�EDFKHORU¶V�GHJUHH�
compared to students who do not possess any type of disability. The United States government 
finds that 59.3% of non-GLVDEOHG�VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�REWDLQ�WKHLU�EDFKHORU¶V�GHJUHH�DW�Iirst institution, 
whereas RQO\�������RI�GLVDEOHG�VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�WKHLU�EDFKHORU¶V�GHJUHH�DW�ILUVW�LQVWLWXWLRQ� 
(NCES, 2023) 
 
Whereas, Institutions such as the University of San Francisco has Disability Programs and a 
Resource Center, which not only seeks to provide disabled students with their accommodations, 
but allows for a sense of community to be built among disabled students and their respective 
campus. (San Francisco State University, 2023)   



 
Be it resolved, it is suggested that all Penn State campuses incorporate a module during the New 
Student Orientation process for disabled students and perspective to access resources for their 
chosen campus. This module will allow students with disabilities to be exposed to their 
campuses Disability Student Services directly at the earliest point in their college career. 
Furthermore, these modules can include accessible material for on-campus activities and events, 
fostering a disabled student to be included in collegiate culture and experiences. In doing so, 
students with disabilities would have ample time for their perspective campuses to provide 
accommodations for their courses, decreasing academic strain and inaccessibility a disabled 
student may face with the transition into college. In addition, providing accessible materials for 
campus events will allow disabled students to acclimate to collegiate culture, as opposed to 
being ostracized due to their disability.    

 
Respectfully,  
 
Tyler Hoppe 
(University Park | CCSG Educational Equity Director) 
Alina Abbas 
(CCSG Special Director of DEI Initiatives) 
Kennedi L. Amaker 
(Secretary for Abington) 
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