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Whereas,         The Council of Commonwealth Student Governments (CCSG) represents the 

concerns of the students attending the campus in matters of a University-wide 
nature, as well as those issues impacting the combined interests of the 
campuses and, 

Whereas, The Council of Commonwealth Student Governments (CCSG) recognizes the 
efforts of the Pennsylvania State University in implementing waste reduction 
across campuses. However, there are multiple factors that restrict these habits 
from being effective in reducing the University’s waste footprint.  

Whereas, The lack of composting accessibility across the Commonwealth is a large 
component of this waste footprint. For reference, composting is the natural 
process of taking organic waste and turning it into fertilizer. Some campuses 
such as University Park have a handful of composting areas next to the recycling 
bins in some select buildings, but not every area, including some dining halls, 
have designated composting bins. Further implementing composting buckets, 
especially on campuses that do not have any form of composting, is another step 
that would decrease the University’s waste production.  

Whereas, Composting not only benefits the environment by reducing waste but can aid 
student initiatives at Penn State. Student farms and greenhouses could utilize the 
compost fertilizer, which is richer in nutrients than store bought fertilizers, to 
increase their crop production. The ability to be involved in the composting 
process will also help to increase student involvement; being able to see 
firsthand the change made from personal proper waste practices is important in 
further climate education and advocacy. Also, this could in turn lead to increased 
healthy and clean produce available for students struggling with food insecurity 



and/or other student issues as the student farms and greenhouses see fit. 
Additionally, composting is simpler than recycling in terms of student sorting; 
things like paper towels and tissues and food waste, which might normally be 
excluded from recycling categories, are included in acceptable compostable 
items.  

Be it resolved, An additional step in this process would be ensuring that compost buckets are 
implemented across all Commonwealth campuses. The Council of 
Commonwealth Student Governments supports and advocates for further waste 
reduction of Pennsylvania State University. 
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