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9/13/2014 Council Weekend #1 
All Campuses represented? Yes or No (Greater Allegheny absent) 
Ice Breaker – Sit next to someone you do not know and exchange three things about 
yourself with one another.   
 
 
Events on Campus (Beaver) 

1. SGA Planned Events 
a. Josh: SGA Lunch Meeting on Monday September 15th to build a 

network of service or representatives.  Just had our Steelers Game 
Tailgate and Sex and Chocolate event last week.   

2. Club Events  
a. Josh: Trying to get an outdoors club.  Had our Club Involvement 

Fair on September 3rd but not all clubs were in attendance?  

Events on Campus (Fayette)  
1. SGA Planned Events 

a. Angela: Around 300 students participated in the Back to School 
BBQ.  The freshman are really engaged this year.  Looking to 
appoint one more member to the Student Activity Fee (SAF) 
Committee.   

2. Club Events 
a. Angela: Newest club is Students against Destructive Decisions.  

Lion Ambassadors under new leadership and growing.  Had Club 
Rush where we handed out little Dum-Dum Lollipops for “don’t be 
a dumb-dumb and join thon” and handed out Starbursts to “be a 
star.”  Student activities have grown since last year.  

Events on Campus (New Kensington) 
1. SGA Planned Events 

a. Gina: Pirates game next Friday, September 19, 2014 for Penn State 
in Pittsburgh.  Club Rush also saw a lot of SGA positions and voting 
sign ups.  

2. Club Events  
a. Hannah: Had Club Rush with 23 very active clubs with a lot of 

applications.  New courtyard which will be handicapped accessible 
is in progress.  New compost program on Thursday September 18, 
2014.  A lot of people are involved this year and a lot of freshman 
are interested.  Clubs are always asking to be involved.  

 

Issues 
Josh, Beaver: Would like to see more SGA interest sign ups.  Is the lack of 

student engagement causing lack of student activities, or is the lack of student 
activities causing lack of student engagement?  How can we sell our peers these 



activities?  One on one recruitment is a very important technique to engage 
students.  Also, Penn State Beaver is within 30 miles of Pittsburgh, where 
engineering is emerging, so why don’t we offer an engineering program at Beaver?  

Angela, Fayette: We actually have the same question.  We have engineering 
firms down the street and are wondering why we don’t we offer it at our campus.  I 
completely agree with networking, word of mouth advertising.  Students are more 
likely to get excited about events if you are also excited.  It’s all about how you and 
your SGA present it. 

Hannah, New Kensington: Talking about tackling commuter campus 
mentality.  There are currently about 60 students living at the off campus 
apartments.  There is definitely a need to not just come to school and leave.  We are 
pushing students to get involved and stay on campus to be involved.   

Ethan, New Kensington: Last year we had a huge problem with student 
engagement.  The orientation leaders really kept the clubs alive and increase the 
number of people.  SGA has to be the catalyst to talk to everyone and try to get clubs 
together and whoever else you need to come with a solution.   
 
 
Hot Topics  
What made you want to become a leader? – 

Danielle, New Kensington: Originally had that commuter mentality, didn’t 
know about many activities or SGA.  At the end of the school year, there was a table 
out for Student Government and they were very welcoming and persistent.  

Alicia, Fayette: My Advisor’s excitement as an employee of the University.  He 
is very passionate about these things.   

Josh, Beaver: In high school, SGA was a clique.  Joined SGA and the Radio 
Club, and just started becoming more and more involved.  It just kind of happened.  I 
climbed the ladder and got involved through personal recruitment.  
 Angela, Fayette: Was not really a leader in high school.  I got involved in SGA 
my first year of college.  I also worked on campus for the University, and was told by 
others I should be SGA President.  Throughout freshman year and now, I have had 
many different leadership roles and one mentality to be involved as much as I can.  
 Hannah, New Kensington: Did not do much my first semester of college.  I 
transferred from a different school to New Kensington, where everyone was so 
persistent.  I became an Orientation Leader, signed up for Student Government and 
ended up becoming President.  I am very happy I came to New Kensington.  Initially, 
I felt confused and lost, but being involved makes me feel like I’m doing something 
important.   
 Josh, Beaver: Spend that extra minute or two networking with someone, even 
if you don’t know them, because they know people too.  You will get people 
somehow by word of mouth, even if you do not recruit, point them to a different 
club.  Even if you do not recruit to your specific organization, as long as they are still 
involved they are still contributing to the campus and the community.   
 
Events and Activities Advertising on Campus –  
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Josh, Beaver: Our campus is notorious for stall stories, which are very 

colorful posters.  It makes you want to read and find out what is going on because 
it’s so colorful.   

Alicia, Fayette: Our campus has a big bulletin board where we post 
everything that is going on that month.  Weekly emails also go out, posters go out in 
the Cafeteria in the student lounge area so students are always informed.  

Hannah, New Kensington: We have a really large chalkboard right in front of 
the Student Life office.  The Student Activities Coordinator always puts something 
up to catch your eye.  It has all of the events listed in a non-clustered manner.  The 
large chalkboard catches your eye as you are walking because it is the entire wall.  

Dana, New Kensington: It is definitely unique.  Bulletin boards around 
campus and stall stories are unusually effective.  
 
 
Expectations 

1. Stay in communication with each other.  
 
 
Agenda Items for Next Council  

- Next Council October 10th – 11th, 2014 
- Penn State Homecoming Parade 

 
 
Open Forum   
 


